[image: image1.png]nalp

National Accelerated Literacy Program





Definitions of terms often used in discussions about spelling

Orthography

The ways letters represent the sounds of language in a spelling system.  

The study of correct spelling as it has come to be established by usage.  

The area of language study – letters of words and their sequence.

The English orthography uses an alphabet of only twenty-six letters (graphemes) while there are forty-four distinctive sounds (phonemes) in English oral language.

Etymology

The study of the origins of words or parts of words and how they have arrived at their current form or meaning.

Morphology

The structure of words in a language including patterns of inflections and derivation.

The study of the structure of words in a language.

Phoneme

A speech sound that distinguishes one word from another, eg. The sounds d, and t In ‘kid’ and ‘but’.

A phoneme is the smallest phonetic unit.

Phonetic

Representing the sounds of human speech in writing.

Decoding    

The term decoding is used in its broadest sense to describe the process of translating written text into spoken words. 
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