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Word recognition and spelling assessment

(example: Rosie’s Walk)\

Word Recognition

· Leave the book close at hand and turn to some cards with words from the story written on them eg. Rosie, hen, walk, went, pond, dinner, for, the.

· Place the word cards for the test in a pile face down between you and the child.

· Explain that you are going to play “My Pile, your Pile”  All the words the child knows will be in his/her pile and the rest will be in your pile.

· Ask the child to turn over the first word.

· If they can tell you what it is, tick the column ‘Out of context’ and proceed onto the next word (the child keeps the word they know).

· If the child does not know the word, open the appropriate page of the text and ask him/her to find the word.  Ask if they know what the word is now.

· If they know the word after they have found it in the text tick ‘In context’.

· If the child cannot find the word in the text say, ‘I’ll read this sentence here and you see if you can tell me where the word is.’

· If they can identify the word now, tick the ‘Reading’ column.

· If they can’t do this, read the text to the child and point to the words as you read it. 

· Ask whether the child can find the word now.  You may need to read the sentence more than once and point to the words as you read.

· If they can read the word now tick the ‘Read to’ column.

Spelling

· Take the words the child could recognise out of context.  

· Use a small blackboard or whiteboard and explain that you are going to do some spelling.  

· Ask the child to see if they can write the word, eg.  Can you remember what this word was?  Yes, Rosie.  Do you think you could write Rosie?  

· If the child says yes say, ‘OK, can you write it on the blackboard (or whiteboard).’  

· If the child says no, say, ‘That’s all right, let’s leave that one.’

Alternatively, if you have time: 

· Explain that you are going to make the word easier to spell and cut it into chunks, eg.  R/os/ie.  Say each chunk aloud then and look at it carefully.  Then see if the child can write the word.

· With words the child can write, ask some questions about the spelling of the word, eg, with went, say ‘You’ve written that word very well.  Can you tell me what this letter says? (point to the w).  Then ask, ‘Can you tell me what sound the e n t makes?’

· Repeat this process (Glass analysis) with the next word if there is one.  (Only do this with words the child can spell correctly.)

Accelerated Literacy Professional Development: Notes about spelling. Brian Gray and Wendy Cowey
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