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orthographic knowledge learners begin to acquire as they move through the transitional stage of spelling development.

positional restraint

eg. to spell girl you know that g or gh is used in the initial position for this phoneme /g/ -gg is not an option because gg never starts a word.  Also gh would never make the sound /f/  in the initial position in a word.

FREQUENCY INFORMATION

On the above example, you know that g is the most common choice for this phoneme in the initial position.

ORTHOGRAPHIC RULES

‘Spelling rules’ eg. in spelling back you put ck at the end and not k or c alone because you know /k/ at the end of a monosyllabic word with a short vowel sound is represented with a ck.  A particular challenge for transitional spellers is to master the complex patterning of vowel relationships that occur in English.  

eg: mat/mate, mating/ matting, bat/bait/bate, bating/baiting/batting.

MORPHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

This is information about the meaning units of the language.  It deals with relationships between words which tells us that sign and signal are related even though they are pronounced differently. (eg nation/national; hear/heard; medic medicinal; bomb/bombard etc)  This stops you spelling, for example, nayshun and nashernal.  Morphological information also deals with the ability to construct prefixes and suffixes eg: unhappy, unthinkable






un=not
able=that can be

VISUAL INFORMATION
Skilled visual checking develops during the transitional phase.  This appears fundamental to the whole process.  First, not only are there words for which visual memory is important eg. to know that there is a gh in ghost and not a g is a visual thing.  There is no morphological, etymological or orthographic rule information that would tell you that.  Second, why is grow written as it is and not growe in order to conform to the orthographic rule which marks a long o as in bone not bon?  There is in fact a frequency relationship here eg. tow, bow (but not cow).  This brings us to the point that skill in visual checking is a fundamental driving force in the whole enterprise.  We learn that things do or don’t look right and this drives young active learners to engage with the orthographic puzzles that confront them.  
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