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Spelling Resources – topics to share with students in the spelling component of Accelerated Literacy lessons

The resources described on the following pages are a series of examples taken from a variety of sources.  They are intended to be a guide to the type of information that will assist children in acquiring an understanding of English orthography as they progress through the transitional stage of spelling.  Things to discuss with children in spelling sessions include:

Root words such as: 

	Word
	Meaning
	From

	akrobatos
	walking up high
	Latin

	allien
	to bind to 
	Latin

	amphi
	both
	Greek

	annus
	year
	Latin

	anonymous
	without name
	Greek

	aqua
	water
	Greek

	artery
	to raise
	Greek

	arthron
	joint
	Old French

	assembler
	to gather
	Greek

	astron
	star
	Greek

	atmosphera
	vapour spheres
	Greek

	audire
	to hear
	Latin

	auto 
	self
	Latin

	avis 
	bird
	Latin

	baros
	pressure
	Greek

	bene
	well
	Greek

	bi, bin
	two
	Greek

	biblio
	book
	French

	bios
	life
	Greek

	botanicus
	of herbs
	Greek

	centum
	one hundred
	Latin

	chronos
	time
	Greek

	companio
	associate
	Latin

	conflictus
	act of striking together
	Latin

	deca
	ten
	Greek

	dens, dentis
	teeth
	Latin

	elastos
	flexible
	Greek

	enthousiazein
	to be inspired
	Greek

	fugitum
	flee
	Latin

	gastros
	belly
	Greek

	haema
	blood
	Greek


NB: Dictionaries are a resource for finding out about the etymology of English.  For example, the Macquarie dictionary contains information about word origins which could be discussed with students.

Days of the Week

	Sunday
	People worshipped the sun

	Monday
	the moon was worshipped.  It used to be Moonday (a month is a moonth, the period of the moon’s revolution

	Tuesday
	named after the god of war, Tue.  It was Tue’s day.

	Wednesday
	named after the god, Woden.  This was Woden’s day, which accounts for the fact that there are three syllables in the modern spelling.

	Thursday
	named after the god of thunder, Thor.  It was Thor’s day.

	Friday
	people worshipped Freia, the goddess of beauty.

	Saturday
	Saturn, the ancient Roman god of agriculture, was worshipped.


Some initial sounds with unexpected spelling

	Sound that the word 

begins with
	The word could begin

with this
	Example

	f
	ph
	photo

	g
	gh
	ghost

	g
	gu
	guide

	h
	wh
	whole

	j
	g
	gem

	k
	ch
	character

	k
	qu
	quiche

	k
	kh
	khaki

	kw
	qu
	quite

	n
	gn
	gnash

	n
	kn
	knee

	n
	pn
	pneumonia

	r
	rh
	rhyme

	r
	wr
	write

	s
	c
	cereal

	s
	ps
	psychology

	s
	sc
	science

	sh
	ch
	champagne

	sk
	sch
	school

	t
	th
	thyme

	t
	tw
	two

	w
	wh
	white

	z
	x
	xylophone


Some prefixes and suffixes

Prefixes

	Prefix
	What it means or indicates
	Base word
	New word formed



	ab-
	away, from
	normal
	abnormal

	an-
	not, lacking
	(mon)archy
	anarchy

	ante-
	before
	(pre)cedent
	antecedent

	anti-
	against
	clockwise
	anticlockwise

	auto-
	self
	biography
	autobiography

	be-
	to make become
	friend
	befriend

	co-, com-, con-
	together
	(in)habit
	cohabit

	contra-
	against
	(con)ception
	contraception

	de-
	(i)
a separating

(ii)
down, back, not
	horn

(a)scend
	dehorn

descend

	dis-
	(i)
a taking apart

(ii)
not, back
	member

ability
	dismember

disability

	en-,em-
	in, into
	gulf
	engulf

	ex-
	(i)
out of, from
	(im)port
	export

	
	(ii)
former
	general
	ex-general

	extra-
	outside, besides
	ordinary
	extraordinary

	hyper-
	over
	active
	hyperactive

	hypo-
	under, less than
	nasal
	hyponasal

	in-
	in, into
	land
	inland

	in-, il-, ir-
	not
	expensive
	inexpensive

	
	
	legal
	illegal

	
	
	regular
	irregular

	infra-
	below, beneath
	structure
	infrastructure

	inter-
	between, among
	national
	international

	intra-
	within
	state
	intrastate

	macro-
	long, large
	molecule
	macromolecule

	mal-
	bad, wrong
	treat
	maltreat

	micro-
	very small
	film
	microfilm

	mis-
	fault, failure, not
	trust
	mistrust

	mono-
	alone, single
	tone
	monotone

	multi-
	many
	national
	multinational

	neo-
	new, recent
	Latin
	neo-Latin

	non-
	not
	fiction
	non-fiction

	omni-
	all
	potent
	omnipotent

	poly-
	much, many
	(octa)gon
	polygon

	post-
	behind, after
	war
	postwar

	pre-
	before
	historic
	prehistoric

	pro-
	in favour of
	Labor
	pro-Labor

	quasi-
	resembling
	official
	quasi-official

	re-
	again, back
	pay
	repay

	retro
	backwards
	(a)spect
	retrospect

	self-
	action directed towards yourself
	control
	self-control

	semi-
	half
	circle
	semicircle

	sub-
	under, not quite
	way
	subway

	super-
	over
	national
	supernational

	supra-
	above
	(ex)port
	transport

	ultra-
	(i)
beyond
	violet
	ultraviolet

	
	(ii)
excessively
	fashionable
	ultrafashionable

	un-
	(i)
not
	certain
	uncertain

	
	(ii)
reversal of an action
	bend
	unbend


Suffixes
Suffixes that give you nouns
	Suffix


	What it means or indicates
	Base word
	New word

	-age
	(i)
condition or state
	bond
	bondage

	
	(ii)
result
	wreck
	wreckage

	-al
	an action
	deny
	denial

	-an
	someone concerned with 
	republic
	republican

	-ance
	an action, state or quality
	assist
	assistance

	-ant
	someone or something that
	serve
	servant

	-ary
	a place, person or relationship
	grain
	granary

	-ate
	condition or office
	consul
	consulate

	-cy
	condition or character
	accurate
	accuracy

	-dom
	(i)
an area ruled over
	king
	kingdom

	
	(ii)
condition
	free
	freedom

	-ee
	the object or receiver or some action
	evacuate 
	evacuee

	-eer
	someone concerned with
	engine
	engineer

	-en
	a plural
	ox
	oxen

	-ence
	an action, state or quality
	prudent
	prudence

	-ent
	someone or something that
	reside
	resident

	-er1
	(i)
someone or something that
	drive
	driver

	
	(ii)
something or someone with particular quality
	island
	islander

	-er2
	someone connected with
	office
	officer

	-er3
	an action or process
	remind
	reminder

	-ery
	type or place of work
	bake
	bakery

	-ess
	feminine form
	count
	countess

	-ful
	as much as will fill
	spoon
	spoonful

	-hood
	state, condition or character
	child
	childhood

	-ian
	someone connected with a place, 

person or thing
	territory

Christ
	territorian

Christian

	-ics
	a body of facts or principles
	electron
	electronics

	-ing
	a process, state or result
	commune
	communion

	(-sion,
	
	compel
	compulsion

	-tion,
	
	deduce
	deduction

	-ation,
	
	tempt
	temptation

	-ution,
	
	revolve
	revolution

	-ition)
	
	render
	rendition

	-ism
	action, condition, principles
	baptise
	baptism

	-ist
	someone concerned with
	piano
	pianist

	-ite
	someone associated with
	Israel
	Israelite

	-logy
	science or knowledge
	zoo
	zoology

	-ology
	science or knowledge
	music
	musiology

	-ment
	an action, state or result
	refresh
	refreshment

	-ness
	a quality or state
	happy
	happiness

	-or
	someone or something that
	act
	actor

	-ory
	a place or thing for
	direct
	directory

	-ship
	(i)
condition
	friend
	friendship

	
	(ii)
skill or position
	leader
	leadership


Suffixes that give you adjectives
	Suffix
	What it means or indicates
	Base word
	New word

	-able
	ability or likelihood
	perish
	perishable

	-al
	connected with or like
	nature
	natural

	-an
	belonging to or having to do with
	Australia
	Australian

	-ant
	having the quality of
	please
	pleasant

	-ar, -ary
	of or like
	supplement
	supplementary

	-en
	with the appearance or made of
	wood
	wooden

	-ent
	having the quality or character of
	depend
	dependent

	-er
	comparative degree
	small
	smaller

	-est
	superlative degree
	small
	smallest

	-ful
	full of or marked by
	beauty
	beautiful

	-ible
	ability or likelihood
	reduce
	reducible

	-ic, -ical
	having to do with
	poet
	poetic

	-ish
	(i)
belonging to or having to do with
	Britain
	British

	
	(ii)
somewhat or rather
	red
	reddish

	-ive
	serving to or able to
	correct
	corrective

	-less
	without
	care
	careless

	-like
	similar to or like
	life
	lifelike

	-ly
	(i)
for, by or through each
	hour
	hourly

	
	(ii)
like
	saint
	saintly

	-ory
	serving to or having the effect of
	advise
	advisory

	-ous
	full of or marked by
	joy
	joyous

	-eous
	
	plenty
	plenteous

	-some
	a tendency or leaning towards
	quarrel
	quarrelsome


Suffixes that give you adverbs
	Suffix
	What it means or indicates
	Base word
	New word

	-er
	comparative degree
	fast
	faster

	-est
	superlative degree
	fast
	fastest

	-ly
	manner
	glad
	gladly

	-ward(s)
	direction
	up
	upward(s)

	-ways
	manner
	length
	lengthways

	-wise
	direction of
	length
	lengthwise


Suffixes that give you verbs
	Suffix
	What it means or indicates 
	Base word
	New word

	-ate
	cause or do
	active
	activate

	-en
	make or do
	length
	lengthen

	-er
	(forms repeating verbs)
	flick
	flicker

	-ise
	make or do
	legal
	legalise


Colloquialisms
For example, 

	crust
	livelihood

	dunny
	an outside toilet

	to earbash
	to talk all the time

	sticky beak
	an inquisitive person

	to give it a bash
	to make an attempt

	rough as bags
	uncouth looking

	black stump
	an imaginary last post of civilisation


Compound words
For example,

B is of A (a fishbone is a bone of a fish)

	backyard
	farmyard
	mudslide
	riverbank

	cottonball
	handshake
	nightfall
	snowball

	daybreak
	heartbreak
	oatmeal
	snowflake

	eardrum
	milkshake
	sunburn
	eyebrows


B is from A (a goatskin is a skin from a goat)

	beeswax
	hayfever
	pancake
	sheepskin

	cowhide
	deerskin
	sawdust
	seaweed


B is for A (a dog biscuit is a biscuit for a dog)

	cookbook
	baseball
	bathroom
	dustpan

	bookcase
	shoelace
	broomstick
	lunch box

	dogleash
	wallpaper
	wrist watch
	fish hook


B is like A (a stonefish is a fish like a stone)

	Batman
	catfish
	grasshopper
	pigtail

	goldfish
	ladybug
	houseboat
	onion-skin


B is A (ice cream is cream that is like ice)

	blackbird
	bluebird
	blueprint
	courtyard

	inside
	outside
	pipeline
	shorthand


B does A (a racehorse is a horse that does race)

	flying fish
	jumping bean
	loan officer
	racing car

	towtruck
	tugboat
	printing press
	loan officer


Contractions
For example:

Contractions with not
	could not
	couldn’t

	did not
	didn’t

	do not
	don’t


Contractions with will
	I will
	I’ll

	you will
	you’ll

	they will 
	they’ll


Contractions with have
	I have
	I’ve

	we have
	we’ve

	they have
	they’ve


Contractions with are
	we are
	we’re

	you are
	you’re

	they are
	they’re


Contractions with had or would
	I had (would)
	I’d

	you had (would
	you’d

	we had (would)
	we’d

	they had (would)
	they’d


Toponomy
Toponomy is the study of place names.  Many place names have prefixes or suffixes such as -berg (German) meaning mountain, glen, narrow valley, grange, country house, ham, house, hurst, small hill, kil, saint or church, kirk, church, reach, stretch of water, saye, small island, stead, place, thorpe, small village, ton, town, ville (French) town.

Imported words
	abattoir
	bamboo
	barbecue
	beret

	cafe
	camouflage
	cappuccino
	castanet

	champagne
	cigarette
	cocoa
	cuisine

	delicatessen
	enchilada
	galleon
	restaurant

	spaghetti
	taco
	tobacco
	tornado


Patchwords
Words made by ‘patching’ words together

	brunch
	cheeseburger
	clash
	Eurasia

	flurry
	motel
	slanguage
	smog


Homophones
	air
	heir
	
	barren
	baron

	beat
	beet
	
	beech
	beach

	been
	bean
	
	border
	boarder

	boy
	buoy
	
	caught
	court

	cheap
	cheep
	
	creak
	creek

	die
	dye
	
	fir
	fur

	forth
	fourth
	
	grate
	great

	in
	inn
	
	key
	quay

	knew
	new
	
	knight
	night

	lessen
	lesson
	
	manner
	manor


Silent letters
	muscle
	muscular

	sign
	signature

	bomb
	bombard

	condemn
	condemnation

	malign
	malignant

	soften
	soft

	knowledge
	acknowledge


schwa sounds
	dem_cratic
	democracy

	pres_dent
	preside

	prec_dent
	precede

	comp_rable
	comparison

	hist_ry
	historical

	janit_r
	janitorial

	maj_r
	majority


Palindromes eg. madam

Rhyming words
Antonyms eg. good/bad

Onomatopoeia eg. woof, quack
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